%ﬁi doc mét va bai Phuc Am ctua Chua Nhat thir 2

Mua Vong hém nay, déu c6 mot chu dé, do la: "Hay don san
con dwong ciia Pire Chila, sira 16 cho thang dé Nguwoi dén."
Sira 16i thang cho Nguoi dén nghia 1a lam sao? Rat don
gian, do la hay song that tha va ngay thang Nhung day la
viéc khong dé, béi 18 chung minh dang song trong mét xa
hoi, dang ¢ trong mot méi truong day day nhimg sy gian
déi, lira dao, va bip bom. Nhicu sy gian déi dén do, co
nguol xem cai chuyén an gian noi ddi, chuyén lwon Ieo,
chuyén khai gian...Ia mét diéu binh thuong cta cudc song,
khong c6 gi dang dé quan tam ca!

C6 rat nhidu hinh thirc gian d6i khac nhau. N6 da va dang
xay ra & trong nha ngoai phd, trong moi noi, moi lic, & moi
thoi dai, thoi xa xua cling nhu thoi nay, tir trong gia dinh ra
t6i ngoai xa hoi, tham chi & trong dong tu 1an gido phan
cling c6 nhimng su gian dbi nira. Toi nghi ban chang la 13m
gi vé nhing chuyén gian ddi nay!

o O Viét Nam, hoc sinh, sinh vién, con can b mua dé
thi, mua bdng lai xe. Can bé thi mua bcfng dai hoc,
mua bang thac si, mua bang tién si gia dé dwoc thing
quan tién chire!

e OMy, cé nhitng chinh tri gia, c6 nhiing bdc si, nhing
nguwoi lam truyéen thong, da lira doz va gat gam nguoi
ddn bang cach théi phong con s6 nguoi chét vi ciim
Vii Han; ho cho chiéu nhitng hinh anh ghé so & trong
bénh vién tai New York, nhung thuc ra do la nhitng
hinh anh trong bénh vién ¢ tan bén Italy!

e Trong Gido Hgi, cé nhitng linh muc gian doi vé than
phdn ciia minh, viét thw mao danh giri cho nhiing
nguwoi nhe da, xin quyén gop dé lam viéc tir thién bén
Philippines, bén Chau Phi, bén Viét Nam...Nhung
trong thyc 1é thi lai b6 vao tii ciia minh.

Hau qua cta nhimg hanh dong quanh co, ddi tra 1a gi vay?
Chic 1a ban ciing da biét, d6 1a lo sg, 1a ti toi, 1a mat mat, 1a
chia r&, 14 han thu, 1a bat hanh va 1a dau kho. ..

Con vé mit thiéng liéng, v& miat tim linh thi sao? Kinh
Thanh da mac khai cho chung ta biét, nhitng ké gian d01
nhimg ké song thiéu trung thyue, déu s€ phai tra mot gia rat
dat, s& phai ganh chiu it 1a ba hau qua rat bi dat sau day:

e Thir nhit, nhiing ke gian déi khong c6 sy binh an, ho
khong bao gio thay bong dang cia hanh phuc ca, t¢
hon nira, ho con phai gép nhitng tai wong hoan nan do

sy gian d6i dem lai, boi vi sach Cham Ngoén néi rd:
Tam dia quanh co khong gap dwoc hanh phic,
miéng ludi doi trd dat phdi chiu tai wong” (17:20).

e Thir hai, nhiing nguoi gian doi 1a nhitng ké bi Thién
Chita gom ghét va ghé tom: “Co sdu diéu lam PUC
CHUA gém ghét, cé bay diéu khién Ngu"az ghé tom:
Mat kiéu ky, ludi diéu ngoa, tay do madu nguoi vo
16i, long muwu tinh nhitng chuyén xau xa, chin mau
mdn chay di lam diéu dit, ké lam ching gian thot ra
loi doi trd, nguoi gieo xung khdc giita anh em (Cn
6:16-19).

e Thir ba, nhig ngudi an gian nédi doi, lra dao va
bip bom s€ khong dugc hudéng hanh phuc truong
sinh, bdi vi khi an gian néi dbi thi ho ty dong tro
thanh con cai cia ma quy, boi vi ma quy la ké noi
doéi, va la cha cia si gian doi (Ga 8:44). Ma mot
khi da thanh con cai cia ma quy thi phan danh cho
chiing la hé lika va diém sinh chdy ngin ngut: dé la
cdi chét thir hai" (Kh 21:8).

Ban than mén, 4n ndi ngay thang that tha, séng luong
thi€n, ludn ton trong sy that...la chuyén khong don gian.
Noi mot cach khac, cong viéc don san con duong cua
Pirc Chila, sira 16i cho thang dé Nguwoi dén véi ching ta,
12 mot cong viée khong d& dang mot chut nio ca. Vi thé,
ban va toi ngoai viéc phai nd luc, phai cd ging hét suc
minh ra, ching minh con can phéi cay dua vao stc manh
ctia Thién Chua, qua viéc cau nguyén, qua viéc lanh nhan
cac Bi Tich, nhat la Bi Tich Thanh Thé va Bi Tich Hoa
Giai. Chi khi ndo ban va t6i nd luc phan dau, cd ging hét
suc, va dugc on Chua trg gitp, thi lac d6, ching minh
méi c6 thé song that tha ngay thiang, va mdi c¢6 thé song
dep long Thién Chua dugc.

Chua Gié-su da phan: "Hé 'cé’ thi phai néi 'cé,’ 'khong' thi
phdi néi 'khéng.' Thém that diéu gi la do dc quy" (Mt
5:37) @6 1a ménh 1énh ctia Chua. Xin dung bao gid quén,
khi sOng that tha, an néi thang ngay, thi luc d6 ban va toi
mdi la con céi cia Thién Chua. Nguoc lai, khi &n gian
n6i dbi, thi ching minh sé trg thanh con cai ctia Sa-tan, vi
16 la cha ciia sy gian doi (Ga 8:44).

Xin Chua chuc lanh, ban binh an va strc khoe cho ban va
cho nhiing ngudi than yéu ctia ban. Va cau chiic ban vui
hudng mét oMo %ﬁy thanh thién trong on nghia cta
Chua.
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% First Reading and the Gospel of the Second Sunday of Advent focus on one theme, which is: "Prepare the way of

n”

the Lord, make straight his paths.

What does it mean to prepare the way of the Lord? 1t is pretty straightforward; it means to be authentic and trustworthy.
However, it is utterly obscure because we have come to live in a society, an environment based on insults, lies, deception,
and fraud. There are so many lies, insolence, and fraud to the point that some people perceive it as something
normal/habitual and not worth of paying attention to!

There are many different types of deception. It has happened and continues to take place at home, on the street, in all
circumstances, at all times, across all ages, from family to society, even in the religious community and dioceses. I am
certain these kinds of lies are not unknown to you! For instance:

e [n some places, students, apprentices, children of a government official are taking shortcuts by purchasing the exams,
questions and answers, and their driver's license. The government officials even go further and buy fake college,
master, and Ph.D. degrees to get a promotion!

o While in others, there are politicians, doctors, news-reporters, journalists, who have deceived and swindled people by
exaggerating the death toll number from Wuhan flu; they broadcasted awful/horrendous images/photos in New York’s
hospitals, but these images/photos were taken in Italy’s hospital!

o For whereas, priests lie about their identities, write impersonal letters to the soft-hearted people asking for a donation
to charity work in the Philippines, Africa, Vietnam...but in reality, they put the money in their pocket.

What are the consequences of such deceitful and devious actions? As you probably already know, it is fear, fear of being
imprisoned, forfeited, division, hatred, misfortune, and suffering ...

What about the consequences regarding our spiritual and celestial life? The Bible has revealed to us that deceivers and
swindlers will recompense a very high price and will suffer at least these three desolate consequences:

e First of all, the deceivers do not dwell in peace; they will never see a
sign of happiness. Worse yet, they will face the calamities and
disasters caused by their deception because the book of Proverbs
clearly states: “The perverse in heart come to no good, and the
double-tongued fall into trouble” (17:20).

e Secondly, the liars are those who are disgusted and abomination to
God: “There are six things the LORD hates, yes, seven are an
abomination to him, haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed
innocent blood, a heart that plots wicked schemes, feet that are quick
to run to evil, the false witness who utters lies, and the one who sows
discord among kindred. (Prov 6:16-19).

e Thirdly, those who have cheated, swindled, and deceived will not
inherit eternal happiness in heaven, because when they cheat and lie,
they inevitably become children of the devil, because he is a liar and
the father of lies (Jn 8:44). Once they became a child of the devil,
then their lot is in the burning pool of fire and sulfur, which is the
second death” (Rev 21:8).

My dear friends, to live an authentic life, be honest and just in word and
deeds...is no simple task. In other words, the task of preparing the way of
the Lord, making straight paths for Him is indeed a challenging mission,
not as simple as it sounds. Therefore, in addition, to strive our best, we must
rely on the strength of God through prayer, receiving the Sacraments,
especially the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist and Reconciliation. Only

when we strive to do our best and obtain God's help can we then live an que st ru ig ht

honest and upright life: a life that is pleasing to God.
Jesus said: " Let your ‘Yes mean ‘Yes,” and your ‘No’ mean ‘No.’ Anything % @ 9%
more is from the evil one” (Mt 5:37), that is the command of the Lord.

Please hold dear to your heart and never forget, when we live an honest life
and are sincere in our word, then we are children of God. On the contrary,

when we cheat and lie, when we are deceitful, we become the children of Lm Paminh Pham Tinh, SDD
the devil because he is the father of lies (Jn 8:44).

May God bless you, grant you and your loved one peace and good health.
And may you enjoy a meaningful and grace-filled C#&duent Season!




